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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from June - September 2007. 

 
 

 
 
1.  Media Coverage 

The Ancient House featured on BBC1’s Country File programme on Sept 23rd 
and will be included in a feature on Anglia’s ‘Bygones’ programme, scheduled 
for Dec 20th.  The Bygones programme will be on Thetford Pulpware, the 
subject of the current exhibition at the Ancient House. 
 

2.  Thetford Growth Point 
The curator has been helping to coordinate submissions to planners at 
Breckland Council for proposed new developments in Thetford resulting from 
anticipated Growth Point Status funding.  On behalf of the Thetford Tourism 
and Heritage Partnership project proposals have been made relating to 
environmental improvements in the vicinity of the Ancient House on White 
Hart Street, Bridge Street and the Town Bridge and other capital projects in 
the town centre to improve the appearance and facilities of the town.  A 
proposal for improved heritage signing, if successful would help guide people 
to local attractions including the Ancient House. 
 

3.  Anniversary of re-opening the Ancient House 
In its first year after re-opening to the public the Ancient House has received 
some 9,000 visitors a rise of more than 20% over its pre-development figures.  
Numbers have been boosted by group visits to the museum and the larger 
number of special events laid on for visitors, including the special ‘House 
Alive’ days with costumed volunteers. 
 

4.  Exhibitions – ‘Collectamania’ 
The Ancient House is currently putting together an exhibition featuring 
collections by local people.  The exhibition opens on 22nd  October and will 
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include collections ranging from ‘Elvis Presley’ to ‘Swingers and Bells’, and 
from ‘cigarette silks’ to ‘amber’. 
 
 

5.  Renaissance in the Regions 
Funding for ‘Collectamania’ comes from Renaissance in the Regions, a 
programme of funding to transform England's regional museums. For the first 
time ever, investment from central government is helping regional museums 
across the country to raise their standards and deliver real results in support 
of education, learning, community development and economic regeneration.  
A network of 'Hubs' has been set up in each English region to act as flagship 
museums and help promote good practice. Renaissance is helping museums 
to meet people's changing needs - and to change people's lives.   Norfolk 
Museums and Archaeology Service is the lead for the East of England Hub. 
 
At the Ancient House, Renaissance is also funding a much-needed additional 
Museum Learning Assistant to help people enjoy and learn new things from 
their visit.  We are very pleased with the Museum Learning Assistants at the 
Ancient House, and the many kind comments in the visitors book about 
helpful staff help show the value of this investment.   
 

6.  Children’s Consultancy 
The third area at the Ancient House funded by Renaissance is  a project to 
give weight to the views of children.  Over the summer a group of 9 children 
were recruited for a summer school at the Museum to look at possible 
improvements that could be made to the Ancient House and also to feed into 
ideas for the development of the Bridewell Museum in Norwich. 
 

7.  Staffing 
Rosalind Leake joins the Museum staff as Project Curator to manage the 
Collectamania exhibition.  Ros was our UEA Museology MA intern for 2006-7.  
Joining the Ancient House team in October is Pamela Galbraith who will be 
the Ancient House’s MA intern for 2007-8. 
 
Simon Hoffman, who led the successful Imagine Outreach project at the 
Ancient House a few years ago sadly died in September.  Simon was a very 
creative person and his project in Thetford was much appreciated not only by 
the many hundreds of children and teachers he reached, but also by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund who used Imagine Outreach as an example of good 
practice in its report to Parliament.  After the Ancient House, Simon went on 
to work for Keystone Development Trust in the town.  He will be greatly 
missed. 
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